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UUnniitt  PPllaann  TTeemmppllaattee              
Click on any descriptive text, then type your own.  

 
Unit Author 

First and Last Name  John Heinrich 

School District Wittenberg-Birnamwood School District 

School Name Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School 

School City, State Wittenberg, WI  

Unit Overview 

Unit Title 

What is government? 

Unit Summary 

This unit is an introductory unit on the study of government. Students will begin to analyze the reasons 
why we have government, what its purposes or functions are, what the basic types of government are 
and how governments have developed in western civilization. Also students will begin to understand 
how government is involved in their daily lives. 

Subject Area 

American Government/Civics 

Grade Level   

9th Grade 

Approximate Time Needed  

Five class periods (47 minutes per class) 

Unit Foundation 
Habits of Learning Taxonomy 

Applying past knowledge to certain situations, thinking and communicating with clarity and precision 

Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks  

C.12.2 Describe how different political systems define and protect individual human rights 
C.12.4 Explain the multiple purposes of democratic government, analyze historical and contemporary 
examples of the tensions between those purposes, and illustrate how governmental powers can be acquired, 
used, abused, or legitimized 
C.12.5 Analyze different theories of how governmental powers might be used to help promote or hinder 
liberty, equality, and justice, and develop a reasoned conclusion 
C.12.13 Describe and evaluate ideas of how society should be organized and political power should be 
exercised, including the ideas of monarchism, anarchism, socialism, fascism, and communism; compare 
these ideas to those of representative democracy; and assess how such ideas have worked in practice 
A.12.4 Use a computer and communications software to access and transmit information 
• choose most appropriate search engines and directories to locate specific 
resources on the Internet or other on-line services 
• distinguish between "pull" and "push" or "broadcast" methods of acquiring 
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information from an on-line source 
• employ FTP (file transfer protocol) to retrieve and download computer files 
from a remote computer 
• establish access to primary sources and other experts for class reports or 
projects 
• participate in an on-line discussion group or listserv appropriate to a content 
area 
• gather and organize statistical or survey data using e-mail, listservs, or on-line 
news or discussion groups 

Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes 

Students will begin to understand how making laws is an important function of government. 

Students will begin to understand how enforcing laws is an important function of government. 

Students will begin to understand how planning for the future is an important function of government. 

Students will begin to understand how providing services is an important function of government. 

Students will be able to explain how democracy and dictatorship are different. 

Students will understand how direct democracy functions and how its application is limited 

Students will understand how representative democracy functions and how it is applied in 
contemporary society. 

Curriculum-Framing Questions 

 Essential 
Question  

What is government? 

 Unit 
Questions 

What purposes does government fulfill? What types of government are there? 
How did government develop? 

 Content 
Questions 

What are the four main functions of government? 

How do democracy and dictatorship differ? How are representative and direct 
democracy different and how are they similar?  

Assessment Plan 

Assessment Timeline 
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Before project work begins Students work on projects 
and complete tasks 

After project work is 
completed 

   

      

• Students will 
take a short 
pretest to 
demonstrate 
prior 
knowledge  

 • Students will 
demonstrate 
their 
understanding 
of the 
functions of 
government by 
finding articles 
on internet 
sites that show 
government 
carrying out 
the functions 
and writing 
summaries of 
the articles 

• Students will 
provide a 
collage of 
different 
pictures of 
people being 
affected  

•  •  

  

Assessment Summary 

 

Visual Ranking Elements (Complete this section if this tool will be used in the unit) 

Visual Ranking Project Name (For the Visual Ranking workspace) 

 

Project Description (For the Visual Ranking workspace) 

 

Prompt (For the Visual Ranking workspace) 

 

Sorting List (For the Visual Ranking workspace) 
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Practice Ranking (For your future quick reference) 

Teacher ID: Password: 

Practice Team ID 1: Password: 

Practice Team ID 2: Password: 

Seeing Reason Elements (Complete this section if this tool will be used in the unit) 
Seeing Reason Project Name (For the Seeing Reason workspace) 

 
Project Description (For the Seeing Reason workspace) 

 
Research Question (For the Seeing Reason workspace) 

 
Practice Map (For your future quick reference) 
Practice Team ID: Password: 

 
Showing Evidence Elements (Complete this section if this tool will be used in the unit) 
Showing Evidence Project Name (For the Showing Evidence workspace) 

 
Project Description (For the Showing Evidence workspace) 

 
Prompt (For the Showing Evidence workspace) 

 
Practice Case (For your future quick reference) 

Practice Team ID:  Password: 

Reviewing Team ID: Password: 

Claims 

 
Evidence 

 
Unit Details 
Prerequisite Skills 
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Instructional Procedures 

 

Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction 

 Resource 
Student 

 

 
Nonnative 
English 
Speaker 

 

 Gifted 
Student 

 

Materials and Resources Required For Unit 

Printed Materials 
 

Supplies 
 

Technology -
Hardware 

 

Technology -
Software 

 

Internet Resources 

 

Other Resources 
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